
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Manor Primary School 
 Subject: Modern Foreign Languages (French) Year 6   
Autumn Term: Je suis le musicien (‘I Am the Music Man’) 

 
Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children learn to discuss their musical preferences and to say which instruments they play. They learn an adaptation of the song ‘I Am the Music Man’. Children explore 
rhythm and use this as a strategy for remembering and practising new language. They work in groups to create a rap for a performance. 

Core Aims  
 
 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety 

of authentic sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways 

of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion 

and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their 

pronunciation and intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using 

the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the 

language studied. 

Pupils should be taught  
 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that 
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 
ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 
to English. 

 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 discuss their musical preferences  

 say which instruments they play 

 learn an adaptation of the song ‘I Am the Music Man’.  

 explore rhythm and use this as a strategy for remembering and practising new language 

 work in groups to create a rap for a performance. 
 

Outcomes 
Children will: 
• Express and qualify opinions (about musical preferences) 
• Make simple statements (about musical instruments) 
• Use adjectives: used in metaphors 
• jouer + du, de la (with a musical instrument) 
• Phonic focus: revision of the phoneme qu and the word ending -ique 

Cross Curricular links: 
Music – learning about jazz 

History – what music did the Ancient Egyptians listen to? 

RE – celebrations – music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  Resources  
 

• to understand and express simple 

opinions 

• to listen attentively and understand 

more complex phrases and sentences 

• to understand and use negatives 
• to integrate new language into 
previously learnt language 

I am the music man! 

Play children short extracts of four styles of music, eg jazz, reggae, pop and classical. After each one, 

teach children the name of the style, eg la musique jazz, la musique reggae, la musique pop, la 
musique classique. Play each piece again and children identify the style, eg C’est la  
musique pop.  

 

Ask the class Qui aime la musique pop? (Who likes pop music?) Count aloud the number of children. 

Repeat for the other types of music. 

Ask individual children what music they like, eg Tu aimes la musique pop? (Do you like pop music?) 

Elicit replies with J’aime … and Je n’aime pas … Allow some children to respond with single-word 

answers. Some may benefit from imagining a picture when they listen to the music and saying whether 

or not they like the picture. 

 

Recap use of mais (but) as a connective to join two simple sentences together, eg J’aime la musique pop, 
mais je n’aime pas la musique classique. 
Extension: Children use other known phrases such as Je préfère …  

Je déteste … 
 

Listen to one of the extracts again and ask children to identify the style. Give them the names of some 

instruments they might have heard in the music and elicit oui or non, eg Il y a ... un saxophone, un 
piano, un violon, une guitare, une clarinette, de la batterie? (Is there a saxophone? etc.) 
Invite children to play a game of Charades in which they take turns to mime playing an instrument. 

The class guess the instrument and ask  

Tu joues de la clarinette? (Do you play the clarinet?) When the class guess correctly, the child replies 

Oui, je joue de la clarinette. 
 

Listen to the other extracts and identify the instruments in the same way. 

Sing Je suis un artiste to the tune of ‘I Am the Music Man’. Children mime the instruments 

 
Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 
Word Mat 
Connectives word mat 
A range of different instruments 

 

 to understand and express simple 

opinions 

• to write words, phrases and short 

sentences using a reference  

• compare symbols, objects or products 

which represent their own culture with 

those of another country 

• to understand and use negative 

statements 
• to use a dictionary or a word list 

It’s just my opinion – Expressing opinions 

Sing Je suis un artiste (see Section 1) and encourage children to join in with Nous sommes des artistes et 
nous venons de Paris, etc. 

Introduce the term folklorique and ask children Tu aimes la musique folklorique? (Do you like folk 

music?) Elicit the reply Oui, j’aime la musique folklorique and respond with C’est super! The class repeat 

the sentences Oui, j’aime la musique folklorique. C’est super!  
 

Model two alternatives to C’est super! such as C’est chouette! C’est génial! (It’s brilliant!) Practise the 
question and responses with the styles of music learnt in the previous session. 

Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 
Word Mat 
Connectives word mat 
A range of different instruments 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Ask Qui n’aime pas la musique folklorique? (Who doesn’t like folk music?) Elicit the reply Je n’aime pas 
la musique folklorique and respond with C’est nul! (It’s rubbish!) The class repeat the sentences Non, je 
n’aime pas la musique folklorique. C’est nul! 
 

Model two alternatives to C’est nul! such as C’est affreux! (It’s awful!) and C’est ennuyeux! (It’s boring!) 
Practise the question and responses with the styles of music learnt in the previous session. 

In pairs, children practise asking and answering the question Tu aimes la musique jazz?, etc. 
Extension: Children listen to songs by French artists. Encourage them to comment on them in French. 

Reflect on the advantages/disadvantages of listening to songs in other languages. 

Extension: Children use other known adjectives to express simple opinions. 

Display the written phrases C’est nul/chouette/ennuyeux. Model combining an adjectival phrase with an 

instrument, eg C’est super comme un saxophone (It’s super like a saxophone), C’est chouette comme une 
clarinette (It’s great like a clarinet). Children write their own sentences and use a bilingual dictionary to 

check the spellings of the instruments. Some children may benefit from having a copy of the alphabet 

to help them access the dictionary. Others may benefit from being given a word bank rather than a 

dictionary.  

Extension: Children use adjectives to express simple opinions on other topics, eg Tu aimes le football? Oui, 
j’aime le football. C’est super! 

 

 to prepare and practise a simple 

conversation, reusing familiar 

vocabulary and structures in new 

contexts 

• to compare symbols, objects or products 

which represent their own culture with 

those of another country  

• to manipulate language by changing a 

single element in a sentence  
to integrate new language into previously 
learnt language  

Buying a CD  

Choose a particular style of music and, in English, compare some examples from England, France and 

a French-speaking country in Africa. Discuss the instruments heard and whether children like the 

music.  

Use this as an opportunity to revise agreement of feminine adjectives,  

eg la musique anglaise, française, américaine, africaine, européenne. 

Revise simple opinions learnt in the previous session. 
In preparation for a role-play on buying a CD, revise Je voudrais and practise the pronunciation of 
CD. The class agree on the type of music they would like to buy. Encourage individual children to 

respond to the following questions: 

 

 Teacher: Bonjour.  
 Child: Bonjour. 
 Teacher: Vous désirez? 
 Child: Je voudrais un CD. 

 Teacher: Vous aimez la musique classique? 
 Child: Non, je préfère la musique jazz. 
 Teacher: Voici la musique jazz. 
 Child: Merci. 
 

 

Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 
Word Mat 

Connectives word mat 

A range of different instruments 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Invite two confident children to perform the role-play in front of the class. Repeat the activity with 

different choices of music. 

 

Extension: Children include in their role-play Non, je n’aime pas la musique jazz. Je préfère la musique 
pop. 

Children practise the role-play with a partner. Select one or two pairs to demonstrate to the class. 
 

 
 

• to understand and express simple 

opinions 

• to prepare a short presentation on a 

familiar topic  

• to understand and use negatives  

 

The rhythm of the beat! 

Children sing Je suis un artiste (see Section 1) and clap the beat as they sing. 
Play an extract of some African music and invite children to clap to the beat. Discuss differences in 

the cyclic patterns (beat) between this and the song they have just sung. 

 

Perform a cyclic pattern of three beats, eg clap, click, click (fingers) and encourage children to join in. 

Give them the signal to change the pattern by calling Changez de temps (Change the beat). Change the 

three-beat pattern to a five-beat pattern and then to an eight-beat pattern. Encourage children to copy 

each pattern as quickly as possible. 

 

Ask children Montrez-moi le rythme numéro un (Show me rhythm number one) and they demonstrate 

the first pattern. Ask them Combien de temps comptez-vous? (How many beats can you count?) Repeat 

with the two other patterns. 

Demonstrate putting words to the first pattern of three beats, eg la mus-ique. Repeat with the other two 

patterns of five beats and eight beats,  

eg J’aime-la-mus-ique pop; Je pré-fère-la-mus-ique-class-ique. 
Ask children to discuss their strategies for memorising new language. Introduce the idea that rhythm 

can be an aid to memorisation. 

Children work in pairs or small groups. They choose a number of beats and words or phrases from this 

unit to fit the beat pattern. Display a selection of phrases on a prompt sheet to help them expand the 

range of phrases they practise. 

Some children may need support in sustaining a cyclic pattern, so vary the difficulty of percussion to 

take this into account. Provide them with some ideas for words and phrases with different numbers of 

syllables. 

 
Extension: Children explore fitting other known words and phrases to different rhythm patterns 

Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 
Word Mat 
Connectives word mat 
A range of different instruments 

 

• to prepare and practise a simple 

conversation reusing familiar 

vocabulary and structures in new 

contexts  

It’s a rap! 

Tell children that at the end of this unit the class will be holding a music contest during which each 

group will have the opportunity to perform a rap. They will need to choose a name for their group 

and will be interviewed  

by the judges. 

Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 

Word Mat 

Connectives word mat 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

• to prepare a short presentation on a 

familiar topic 

• to manipulate language by changing an 

element in a sentence  
•to plan and prepare – analyse what needs 
to be done to carry out a task  

Invite children in their groups to offer suggestions for the interview questions, using known language. 

Organise their questions into a simple interview and explain that each child in the group will have to 

make one response, eg 

  

Teacher: Bonjour. 
 Child: Bonjour. 
 Teacher: Comment tu t’appelles? 
 Child: Je m’appelle ... 
 Teacher: Et le groupe? 
 Child: Les ... 
 Teacher: Tu aimes la musique pop? 
 Child: Oui, j’aime la musique pop. C’est super! 
 Teacher: Tu joues de la clarinette? 
 Child: Non, je joue de la guitare. 
 Teacher: Bonne chance, au revoir! 
 Child: Merci, au revoir! 
 

Divide the class into two groups. The first group takes on the role of the judges and the second group 

takes on the role of the performers.  

They practise asking and answering the questions and then swap roles. 

Extension: Children use negative responses in the interview, such as  

Je ne joue pas de guitare. 
Use a keyboard, a CD or music software to play a rhythmic backing track. Explain that this will be the 

backing track for the group performances. Model how to say some of the phrases from the interview 

above in time to the backing track. 

Each group creates its own rap, using words and phrases from this unit. 

 

A range of different instruments 

 

 to prepare and practise a simple 

conversation reusing familiar 

vocabulary and structures in new 

contexts 

• to prepare a short presentation on a 

familiar topic  
to manipulate language by changing a single 
element in a sentence  

Music Contest! 

As a class, practise the interview questions and responses from Section 5. Allow groups to work out their 

own replies and divide the parts between them. Ensure that less confident children are given 

appropriate  

responses to say. 

 

Extension: Children may give more complex responses if they wish. 
 
The groups practise their raps and prepare for the interview and performance. 

Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 

Word Mat 

Connectives word mat 

A range of different instruments 

 
to apply the knowledge, skills and 
understanding in this unit 

End of Unit- Who has the music X-Factor? Ipads/French dictionaries for translations 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Each group nominates one child to be on the judging panel when their group is not performing. Give 

each judge a question to ask or response to initiate. Give less confident children an appropriate part to 

take. 

 

Stand in for the judges when it is their turn to perform. 

Each group nominates a photographer who records or photographs the performance of one group. 

 

Each group is interviewed first and they then perform their rap. 
 
After each performance, the judges hold up oui or non voting cards. Record their responses and 
announce the winners at the end, if appropriate. 

Word Mat 

Connectives word mat 

A range of different instruments 

 
 


